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in his National Day of Humiliation, 
Fasting and Prayer Proclamation. 

Abraham Lincoln said: 
‘‘We have forgotten God. We have for-

gotten the gracious hand which pre-
served us in peace and multiplied and 
enriched and strengthened us; and we 
have vainly imagined, in the deceitful-
ness of our hearts, that all these bless-
ings were produced by some superior 
wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxi-
cated with unbroken success, we have 
become too self-sufficient to feel the 
necessity of redeeming and preserving 
grace, too proud to pray to the God 
that made us. 

‘‘It behooves us then to humble our-
selves before the offended Power, to 
confess our national sins, and to pray 
for clemency and forgiveness.’’ 

I will just share one more, Mr. 
Speaker. 

William Howard Taft is the only man 
in U.S. history to have been President 
and Chief Justice—or any Justice—on 
the Supreme Court. 

In 1908, William Howard Taft said: 
‘‘No man can study the movement of 

modern civilization from an impartial 
standpoint and not realize that Christi-
anity and the spread of Christianity 
are the only basis for the hope of mod-
ern civilization and the growth of pop-
ular self-government. The spirit of 
Christianity is pure democracy. It is 
the equality of man before God, the 
equality of man before the law, which 
is, as I understand it, the most godlike 
manifestation that man has been able 
to make.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. PAYNE (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of a med-
ical appointment. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 22 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, Decem-
ber 7, 2015, at noon for morning-hour 
debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3630. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Comptroller, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting a letter reporting a violation of the 
Antideficiency Act, Navy case number 14-01, 
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1351; Public Law 97-258, 
Sec. 1351; (96 Stat. 926); to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

3631. A letter from the Assistant Director 
for Legislative Affairs, Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau, transmitting the Bu-

reau’s report on the impact of the Credit 
Card Accountability Responsibility and Dis-
closure Act of 2009 on the consumer credit 
card market, pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 1616(d); 
Public Law 111-24, Sec. 502(d); (123 Stat. 1756); 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

3632. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, transmitting the Department’s in-
terim final rule — Changes to Accounting 
Requirements for the Community Develop-
ment Block Grants (CDBG) Program [Docket 
No.: FR 5797-I-01] (RIN: 2506-AC39) received 
November 30, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

3633. A letter from the Chair, Securities 
and Exchange Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s 2014 Annual Report of the Se-
curities Investor Protection Corporation, 
pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 78ggg(c)(2); Public Law 
91-598, Sec. 7(c)(2); (84 Stat. 1652); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

3634. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
NHTSA, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
List of Nonconforming Vehicles Decided to 
be Eligible for Importation [Docket No.: 
NHTSA-2015-0087] received December 2, 2015, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

3635. A letter from the Secretary, Federal 
Trade Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s eleventh annual report on Ethanol 
Market Concentration, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 
7545(o)(10)(B); Public Law 90-148, Sec. 1501(B) 
(as added by Public Law 109-58, Sec. 1501(a)); 
(119 Stat. 1074); to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

3636. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Cyber Security Event Notifica-
tions, Regulatory Guide 5.83, received No-
vember 30, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

3637. A letter from the Chairman, Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s Fiscal Year 2015 
Agency Financial Report, pursuant to 31 
U.S.C. 3515(a); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a); 
(104 Stat. 2849); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

3638. A letter from the Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service, transmitting the Corporation’s 
semiannual report to Congress for the period 
from April 1, 2015, through September 30, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. 
Act) Sec. 5(b); Public Law 95-452, Sec. 5(b); 
(92 Stat. 1103); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

3639. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting the De-
partment’s semiannual report to Congress 
covering the 6-month period that ended Sep-
tember 30, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act) Sec. 5(b); Public Law 95-452, 
Sec. 5(b); (92 Stat. 1103); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

3640. A letter from the Assistant Director, 
Senior Executive Management Office, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting a notifi-
cation of a federal vacancy, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 
Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

3641. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s Semiannual Re-
port to Congress for the period ending Sep-
tember 30, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act) Sec. 5(b); Public Law 95-452, 

Sec. 5(b); (92 Stat. 1103); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

3642. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Labor Relations Authority, transmitting the 
Authority’s FY 2015 Performance and Ac-
countability Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
3515(a); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a); (104 
Stat. 2849); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

3643. A letter from the Chairman and Mem-
bers, Federal Labor Relations Authority, 
transmitting the Authority’s semiannual re-
port for the period April 1, 2015, through Sep-
tember 30, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act) Sec. 5(b); Public Law 95-452, 
Sec. 5(b); (92 Stat. 1103); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

3644. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Maritime Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s Performance and Account-
ability Report for fiscal year 2015, pursuant 
to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 
303(a); (104 Stat. 2849); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

3645. A letter from the Chairwoman, Fed-
eral Trade Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s Fiscal Year 2015 Agency Fi-
nancial Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a); 
Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a); (104 Stat. 
2849); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

3646. A letter from the Administrator, Gen-
eral Services Administration, transmitting 
the Administration’s Semiannual Manage-
ment Report to Congress for the period of 
April 1, 2015, through September 30, 2015, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) Sec. 
5(b); Public Law 95-452, Sec. 5(b); (92 Stat. 
1103); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

3647. A letter from the Labor Member and 
Management Member, Railroad Retirement 
Board, transmitting the Board’s semiannual 
report for the period April 1, 2015, through 
September 30, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act) Sec. 5(b); Public Law 95-452, 
Sec. 5(b); (92 Stat. 1103); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

3648. A letter from the Chairwoman, U.S. 
Election Assistance Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s semiannual report for 
the period from April 1, 2015, through Sep-
tember 30, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act) Sec. 5(b); Public Law 95-452, 
Sec. 5(b); (92 Stat. 1103); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

3649. A letter from the Chief, Border Secu-
rity Regulations Branch, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Technical Amendment to List of 
Field Offices: Expansion of San Ysidro, Cali-
fornia Port of Entry to include the Cross 
Border Xpress User Fee facility [CBP Dec.: 
15-17] received November 30, 2015, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

3650. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Pacific Aerospace Limited Airplanes 
[Docket No.: FAA-2015-3620; Directorate 
Identifier 2015-CE-029-AD; Amendment 39- 
18319; AD 2015-23-03] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received 
November 30, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

3651. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Agusta S.p.A. Helicopters [Docket No.: 
FAA-2015-3969; Directorate Identifier 2014- 
SW-010-AD; Amendment 39-18318; AD 2015-23- 
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